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Policy on Research Support Fees for Postgraduate Research Students

1. Research Support Fees (sometimes called Bench Fees) are defined as a fee charged to provide funding to cover research-related items/activities which are essential in order to carry out the research. Research Support fees are an annual charge which will apply in addition to the tuition fee in each year of the programme, except the writing up year.

2. Allowable extra costs include:
a) Laboratory consumables
b) Specialist technical support which is not available within the University
c) Specialist off-site testing or processing of data which cannot be done at the University
d) Training in specialist techniques, software etc. unique to a particular project
e) Travel to other locations which is essential to complete the project
f) Conference attendance, including travel and associated costs

3. Such costs will not include academic supervision or administrative support, or normal overheads such as space, IT support and library provision, which are included in the tuition fee.

4. Research Support fees will be applied at one of the following band levels dependent on subject area (Appendix A):

	
	Research Support Fee Per Annum

	
	Full-Time
	Part-Time

	Band A
	0-£1000
	£0-500

	Band B
	£1000-2000
	£500-1000

	Band C
	£2000-4000
	£1000-2000

	Band D
	£4000-6000
	£2000-3000

	Band E
	£6000-8000
	£3000-4000




5. An individual Research Support Fee within the stated band will be calculated dependent on the specifics of the project. The Research Support fee should include a breakdown of how the fee was calculated and what it covers. The offer letter should specify both the tuition and Research Support fees.  

6. Any unused funds must be carried over into the following year; any unspent funds at the end of the project must be refunded to the student.

7. Research Support fees must be clearly set out alongside the tuition fees on the website or wherever else the programme is advertised.  

8. Any equipment purchased from a Research Support fee remains the property of the University and should be returned when the student leaves.





Appendix A: Research Support Fee Band by subject area: 


	Research Areas
	Band

	Architecture & the Built Environment
	C

	Art & Design*                                
	A

	Biological Sciences
	D

	Biomedical Sciences
	D

	Botany
	C

	Business
	A

	Chemistry
	C

	Computer Science
	C

	Earth Systems & Environmental Sciences
	C

	Education
	A

	Engineering
	D

	English Language and Literature
	A

	Forensic Science
	C

	Health
	A

	History
	A

	Humanities
	A

	Languages & Related Subjects
	A

	Law
	A

	Library & Information Management
	B

	Linguistics
	C

	Media & Communication
	A

	Microbiology
	C

	Molecular Biology
	D

	Music
	A

	Nursing
	A

	Performing Arts
	A

	Pharmacy (Practice)
	B

	Pharmacy (Research)
	D

	Psychology
	A

	Social Sciences/Social Policy
	A

	Social Work/Social Care
	A

	Sports Science
	A



* Students are required to pay for their own art materials
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